






FOREST MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
♦  325 Cleveland Street  ♦  Forest, Mississippi  39074  ♦   
♦  Office: (601) 469-3250  ♦  FAX: 601-469-3101  ♦ 

 

Dr. Joseph White  
Superintendent 

 
 
 
February 29, 2016 
 
 
Mississippi Office of the State Auditor 
Performance Audit Division 
Attention: Paige Taylor 
Post Office Box 956 
Jackson, MS 39205 
 
 
Dear Earlene Stewart, 
 
Please find attached the Forest Municipal School District’s responses to audit findings submitted 
to my office on February 26, 2016.  If additional information is needed, please contact my office 
at your earliest convenience. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Joseph White 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Enrollment 
 
1. I determined whether the school is following policy regarding student enrollment records.  

As a result, I found the following: 
 

Hawkins Middle School is not following policy regarding student enrollment.  Of the 
records reviewed, 1 out of 14 had missing, incomplete, or invalid proof of residency. 
 
FMSD Response: Hawkins Middle School has corrected the proof of residency issue 
for the 1 student identified.  
 
 

School Attendance Reporting 
 
1. I determined whether the school is following policy regarding reporting of unexcused 

absences.  As a result, I found the following: 
 

Forest Elementary School is not following policy regarding the reporting of unexcused 
absence.  Of the 8 occurrences of students obtaining 5 or more unexcused absences, 3 of 
these occurrences were not reported to the school attendance officer after accumulating five 
(5) or more unexcused absences.  
 

FMSD Response: FMSD will review the school attendance reporting policy and 
procedures to be certain that each school is following the procedures.  The 
procedures will be modified to allow adequate time for students to provide an 
excuse before reporting to the attendance officer.  
 
 

Property Internal Controls 
 
1. I determined whether the district has internal controls related to property and whether the 

district is adhering to those controls.  As a result, I found the following: 
 

Forest Municipal School District has written internal controls related to property but it not 
adhering to those controls.  The inventory system/listing had the incorrect location for 4 out 
of 12 items reviewed. 
 

FMSD Response: FMSD will review the internal control policy and procedures to be 
certain that each school is following the procedures.  The transfer paperwork has 
been completed to reflect the correct location for the four items identified with an 
incorrect location. 
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