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In response to a legislative request, the Office of the
State Auditor, Division of Performance Audit has prepared
the following information regarding the Mississippi
Commission for Volunteer Service.

MCVS is NOT part of IHL, although it is housed at the
IHL complex. They have some ties to IHL through several
contractual agreements and under §43-55-1, Mississippi
Code of 1972. This code section requires IHL to provide
Administrative Service support. This includes payroll and
purchasing, primarily.

While they are a separate/independent State agency
and receive a separate appropriation, MCVS is included in
IHL’s financial statements. In addition, at MCVS’ request,
IHL submits their budget request each year to LBO.

MCVS has both a separate Board of Trustees and a
separate AG representative from IHL. According to its
website, MCVS has approximately 17 employees and 27
board members. They are primarily federally funded,
mostly with AmeriCorps money. MCVS does have one
subcontract with IHL at this time and they do award other
funds to other University programs.

The MCVS mission is to “engage and support
Mississippians of all ages and backgrounds in service to
their communities.” It further states that MCVS “helps
people become more involved citizens in their own
hometowns by getting the word out when funds are
available, nurturing volunteer centers, offering high quality
training events, and by publicly celebrating the
achievements of volunteers.”

The MCVS website shows involvement in the
following programs: AmeriCorps, Learn & Serve America,
Disability Inclusion, Volunteer Centers, Make a Difference
Day (MADD) and the GIVE Awards. They state statistics
on these various programs on their website. It is, however,
unclear what extent their involvement is with these
programs, so we requested further financial data.

In a phone conversation with Executive Director
Marsha Meeks Kelly regarding an explanation of the types
of services that they offer, she stated that the agency offers
sub grants to communities as well as coordinating the
efforts of AmeriCorps in the State of Mississippi. She also
stated that her organization was responsible for the call

center and the statewide warehouse that was used for the
Hurricane Katrina Recovery effort.

The 2005 Annual Report stated that they had a budget
(beginning July 1, 2004) of approximately $5,625,020
made up of $4,634,410 in federal funds, $300,000 in state
funds, and $690,610 in private funds. The 2005 Annual
Report listed their expenses as $5,013,733 in community
grants, $461,287 in MCVS Administrative funds and
$150,000 in training/technical assistance for a grand total
of $5,625,020. This budget maintained that they had no
surplus funding at the end of the fiscal year. The 2006
Annual Report stated that they had a budget (beginning
July 01, 2005) of $8,485,203 made up of $6,100,112 in
federal funds, $298,423 in state funds, and $2,086,668 in
local matching funds. The 2006 Annual Report listed their
expenses as $5,285,032 in community grants, $388,671 in
administrative funds, and $150,000 in training/technical
assistance funds totaling of $5,823,703. This left a surplus
of approximately $2,661,500 for the 2006 fiscal year.

MCVS does not have a separate financial audit each
year. The audit for MCVS is included in the audit for the
Institutions of Higher Learning (due to contractual
arrangements). A copy of the relevant financial documents
is attached to this memo along with a financial breakdown
of the budget and expenditures of the organization that was
supplied by their Chief Financial Officer, Danny Blue.

A search of their website revealed no archive
information such as press releases from calendar year
2006, 2007 or 2008. The only trainings or meetings that
were listed was a board meeting on October 4, 2007, an
AmeriCorps Program Director’s meeting on August 20,
2007 and a Hurricane Katrina Anniversary Event for the
week of August 19, 2007 till August 25, 2007 and August
28, 2007 till September 2, 2007.

Agency:  #277

Address: Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service
3825 Ridgewood Road, #601
Jackson, MS 39211

Website: WWW.INCVS.0rg
Executive Director: Marsha Kelly
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