STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR
STACEY E. PICKERING
STATE AUDITOR

April 16, 2018

Mr, Stewart G. Beard, Jr., Superintendent
Choctaw County School District

P. O. Drawer 398

Ackerman, Mississippi 39735

Dear Mr. Beard:

Enclosed for your files is an executed Contract for Professiona! Services between Choctaw
County School District and Watkins, Ward and Stafford, PLLC, CPA Firm, for the performance of
the services as set forth in the contract for each of the years ending June 30, 2018 and June 30,
2019, This contract has been reviewed and signed by a representative of the Office of the State
Auditor pursuant to Sections 7-7-211(e) and 37-9-18, Mississippi Code of 1572 (Ann.).

Please let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information.
Sincerely,

Thomas Vickers, CPA
Director, Contract Audit Review Section

Enclosure

C: Watkins, Ward and Stafford, PLLC
Mr. Stephen D. Flake, CPA, Partner
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CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

This pgreement is eniered into as of the __8ih_dayof _ March . 2018, by and among the
Office of the State Audilor, the _Choctaw County Schoo! District,
hercinafier referred to ws the “District,” and the Cerlified Public Accounting Firm of _ Walkins, Watd
and Staftord, PLLC__, hereinafter referred to as the “Firm.” This contract is enlered in pursuant to
Section 37-9-18, Mississippi Code of 1972 (Ann.).

L Seope of Serviges
The District and the Office of the State Auditor desire o engape the Firm 1o render the following
professional audit services for the District for the applicable fiscal year(s) as referenced in
paragraph 3 af this contraci:

a. Perlorm a financial audit for all funds of the District.
b. Perlorm a compliance audit with applicable state and lederal laws and regulalions,
c Perform items A, and B. above in conlurmity with professional standards, laws, rules,

regulations and guidelines as contained in, but not limited to, the documenls identilied in
paragraph 5 of the contracl,

The following Individuals have becn approved to acl as tully authorized representatives for this
coniracl:

OfTice of the State Anditor

Name: J. Thomas Vickers, CPA
Title: Director, Caontract Audit Review Section

Address: P, O, Bax 956, Jackson, MS 39205

School District

Name: _ Stewarl Glen Beard, Jr.

Title: _Superintendent ~ e

Address: PO BOX 398

. _Ackerman, MS 39735
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CPA Firm

Name: __Stephen D Flake, CPA_ _

Titte: ___ Member

Address: _ PO Box 270

__Louisvilic, MS 39339

Notives Al! notices required or permitied 1o be given under this Contract must be in
wriling and personally delivered or senl by facsimile provided that the original of such
notice is sent by cerlified United States mail postage prepaid, relutn receipt requested, ot
overnight courier with signed receipt, (o the parly 1o whom this notice should be given as
indicated above. Notice shall be deemed given when actually received or when refused.
The parties agree to promptly notify each other in writing of any change of address.

‘The Districi, the Office of the State Auditor, and the Firm agree o enter inlo a contract for
professional services for a time period as specified in one of the three uptions below. Please

indicale the option of your cheice by compicting the year(s) in the space(s) provided.

Option 1: An audit of the annua! financial report for the fiscal year ending June 30,
{Year t).

Option 2: _ X An audit of the annua! financial report for cach of the fiscal years ending
Junc 30, 2018 (Year 1) and June 30, _2019 (Year 2).

Option An audit of the annual financial report for cach of the fiscal years ending June
30, {Year 1}, June 30, (Ycar 2), and June 30, (Year 3}.

As set forth in Section 7-7-211, Mississippi Code of 1972 (Aopn ), paragraph (e}, . . . beginning
with the audits of fiscal year 2010 activity, no certificd pubiic accountant shall be selected to
perform the annual audit of a school district who has audiled (hat district for three {3) ot more
consecutive years previously.”

Consideration

The Firm shall receive a not-to-exceed fee, as specified below, as compensation for the described
audit services:

One-venr coptact (Option 1)

$ for the audif of the annual financial report for fiscal year ending June 30,
{Year 1}. The said [ee is based upon: hours a1 § pes hour {or the fiscal
year ending June 30, {Ycar 1).
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Two-vear contrgel (Option 2)

F__in200 {or the audit of the annual Ginancial report tor the fiscal year ending June
3G, AR (Year tyand S _ 16,200 dor the audit of the annual financial report for the fseal
year ending June M), 2019 (Year 2). The said tees age based upan _1K0 hours al

390 per hour [or the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008 (Year Lyand _ 188 howurs

ald 90 __..per hout for the liscal year ending June 30, 2019 (Year 2).
Thiee-yeag contract (Option 3)
¥ for the audit of the apnual financial report [or the {iscal year ending June 30,

(ﬁ’car 1, % e _lor the audit of the annual Tinancial report for the Discal year
cnding June 30, {Ycar 2),and § Iot the audit of the annual finzacial reporl

Tor the fiscal year ending June 30, (Yecar 3). The said lees are based upon: hours al
§ . perbour [or the fiscal year ending June 30, (Year 1), hours at

¥ o per hour for dhe fiscal year ending June 30, {(Year 2),and _ hours at
S per howr for the tiscat year ending June 3G, {Year 3).

For ihe audil services as described and specificd above, the Firm shall not receive as
compensalion an amount greater than Lhe actual bours worked multiplied by the rate per hour,
excepl as provided for in paragraph 21 of this contract. H is agrecd thal, in no event, Lhe 1otal
compensalion paid W the Firm will exceed the amount(s) speeilied in this paragraph.

Compliane with Laws and Professionad Standards

The prafessional services will be performed in conformity with the following:

a. Generally accepted auditing standards and the industry audit guide, Audits of State and
Local Governmental Units, cstahlished by the American Institute of Cerlitied Public
Accountants.

b. Statements of financial accounting standards as prescribed by the Financial Accounting

Standards Board and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board.

State tegal compliance audit program and relaicd forms provided by the Office of the
Stale Audiior.

-

u. Covermmgent Audiling Standards as required by the U8, Government Accountability
Office. (The Yellow Book)

e, Specific grant compliance matlers contuined in Government Auditing Standurds, isseed
by the Compiroller General of the Uniled States; and the audil requiremenis of Title 2
U.5. Code of Federal Regudations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Regidrements, Cost
Principles, and Andii Reguirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance).

f. Uniform Guidance, *Audils of Siates, Local Governments and Non-Profli
Organications,” and other related Federal regulations.

i The Single Audit Act Amendments ol 1206,

h. Mississippi Code Annotated {1972} for compliance with spplicable stale laws,

3
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i. Financial Accounting Manual Mississippi Public Schaols.
Tepminstion ol € halract

The District, with the written consent of the Office of the Stale Auditor, has the right {0 rejecet, al
any time during this coniract period, sany work nol meeling the terms of this contract. Should the
Districl reject any services, the District’s authorized representative shall notify the Firm in writing
ol such rejection giving rcasen therelore. The right 1o rejecl services shall extend throughout the
lerms of this contract, However, prior 1o termination of this contract by the District, the District
must provide wriiten justification to the Office ol the State Audilor documenting the reasons for
requesiing that the contract be lerminated. The District must obtain written approval from the
Office of the State Avditor prior 1o terminating the contracs.

Firm’s Reguiremmnents of_Serviges

The Firm shall pravide a dralt report for each audis period and the relaled working papers, il
requesied, 1o the Office of the State Auditor for review and acceptance. This draft repon
shall be provided fo the Office of the State Auditor no later than:

December 13™, [ollowing the close of the District’s fiscal year on June 30"

Upon wrilten notification by the Office of the S1ate Auditor’s authorized representative, as
explained in paragriaph 12 of this agreement, the Firm shal! mske any nccessary revisions (o the
audit report andfor working papers, if requested, resulling from the review, and re-submit the
revised reporl to the Office of the State Auditor within (wo weeks of such notification,

Afler the appropriate revisions, il any, have been made and (he revised audil reporl has been
aeeepted by the Office of the State Audilue, a writicn notification of this acceplance will be sent
to the Firm notilying the Firm that all requirements of (he Office of the Statc Auditor have been
met and the audit repart, as aceepled, may be relcased.

Upon the Fiom's receipt of the wrillen notification of accepance, as referied Lo in paragraph 7 of
1his agreement, the Firm shall mail copies of the aceepled audit report as follows:

a. Three {3) copies should be mailed (o

Office of the State Audilor

Altn; Conlract Audit Review Section
Post Office Box 956

Jackson, M5 39205-0956

h. Onc copy should bg mailed 10:

Documents Service Manager
Mississippi Library Commission
3881 Lasiwood Drive

Jackson, MS 39211
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10,

11,

c Onc copy should be mailed to:

Director of Internal Audil
Mississippi Department of Education
Post Otficc Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-0771

d. Onc copy shoutd be mailed to the Distriet’s fevying authority or authorities.

e The Data Coilection Form (Form SF-SAC) and one copy of the approved Single Audit
reporiing package, as required by Appendix X to Section 200 of Uniform Guidange,
should be Liled electronically with the Federal Audil Clearinghouse. Instructions for the

f. The Firm shall provide 10 copies of the accepled audit report o the Districl.
Engagement Leitet

The Firm's engagement leier(s), which contains the [ee guote, shall be incorporated as o parl of
Lthis contract,

The Firm shall keep on file monthly progress reports, which detail the work completed during (he
month, and shall make (hese reports available to the District and/or the Office of the State Auditor
for review, if requested,

Paymenl

The Firm wilf be cntitled to one or more inlerim payments, which shall nol exceed 75% of the
coentract amount. Invoices submilted for payment shall include: (a) reference (o this conlract; (b}
the Firm's Tax ldentification Number and: {¢) any other details Lhe District may reasonably
request. The Firm shall submil a final invoice for all work performed in total. This invoice shall
provide the number of houss wuorked by cach employee. Upon completion of the audil services
and acceplance by the Office of the Stale Auditor and the District, the final paymeni of the
conlract may be paid. The Firm will not be entitled 1o compensation from the District for the
correction of any deficient work resulling {rom the review pracedures by the Office ol the Slate
Auditor.

Appraval

The aulhortized representalive of the Office of the Stale Audilor is empowercd to accept, or reject
the services furnished by the Firm in compliance with the provisions of [his contract. No
payment, including final payment, shall be construed as acceptance of defective or incompleie
work, and the Firm shall remain responsible and fiable for full performance.

Coniagl Expiration

The coniract shall expire 120 days after the final services have been rendercd.
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15,

Ih.

For a perind of {ive (5) years, the Firm shall make its working papers and other evidence of audil
services availahle o duly authorieed represenialives of the District or ether governmenial
authoritics. The Firm agrees (o make its working papers avitilable to successor audil [irms.
However, if any litigalion, claim, negotiation, audit os other action arising out of or refated in any
way Lo this Contract hag been staried belore the expiration ol the [vve (5) year peniod, the records
shall be retained tor one (1) year afler all issues arising out of the action are finatly resolved.

Ownership ol Bocaments and Work Papers

If, through any cause, the Firm shall fail o fulfitl, in a timely and proper manner, as deiermined
by the Districl, ils obligations under this contract, or if the Firm shatl violate any of the covenanls,
agreements, or stipulations of this coniract, the District, with the written consent of the Office of
the Siate Auditor, shall thercupon have the right to leeminale this conlsact by giving writien nolice
fo the Firm of such wermination and specifying the effective date of such terminalion. However,
prior 1o wrmination of this contract by the District, the District rnust provide written justilicalion
lo the Office of the Staie Audilor documenting the reasons for requesting that Lhe contract be
terminated. The District must oblain written approval from the Qffice of the Staie Auditor prior
to Llerminating the conleact. Turthermore, the Firm shoutd notily the Office of the Stale Auditor
and the District as soon as possible if deadlines cannol be met. 1n the event the contract is
terminaled, all finished or unfinished working papers, tests, schedules, surveys, checkdists, forms,
manuals, letiers, reporis or olher materials prepared by the Firm under this contract shali become
the properly of the District, und the Firm shall be entitied o receive just and cquilable
compensation (or all satisfactory work completed on such documenis and oiher maderials,

Reguction of Cnmmpensation

[ the Firm [ails 10 mect the submission dale hy tess than thirty days for the draft reportand/or
working papers submiited (o the Office of the State Auditor for review and approvad or by less
than thiriy days from the completion daic lor the final reports and/or corrections to the working
papers prescribed herein, the District may, with the consent ol the Office of the State Audilor,
reduce the agreed compensation hy an amount not 1o ¢xceed en pereent of the lotal contract price
for the applicable fiseal year. 1 reporis and/or corrections to the working papers are overdue hy
30 days or more, (he District may reduce, with the consent of the Office of the State Auditor, the

" agreed compensalion by an amount not 4o exceed Iwenty pereent of the total contract price {or (he

t7.

applicable fiscal year.

Contract Termination Compensation

The District, with the consent ol the Office ol the Stale Auditor, may terminale this contzact at
any fime, for any reason ather than those reasons contained in paragraph 15 above, by piving
wrillen notice (e ihe Firm ol such terminalion and speciying the elfective date thereol, al least
ten days before the glicctive dale of such terminaton. However, priot Lo termination of this
contract by the District, the District must provide writlen justification o the Office of tbe State
Audilor documenting the reasans for requesting that the contract be lerminated. The District
musl ohtain written approval from the Office of the State Audilor prios (o lerminating Lhe
conleact. In that event, all [inished and unfinished documemts and other materials as described in
paragraph 15 above shall beconie the property of the District. [ the District, as provided herein,
terminates the contract, the Firm will be paid an amount, which bears the same ralio to the 1ol
services ol the Firm covered by the contract,

6
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21

22.

Tormination of Contrael

In the event the District and/or the Office of the State Audilor exercises {is dighl o lerminate this
contract pursuani Lo paragraph 6 andfor paragraph 15 of this conlract, the Firm shall bear all costs
associaled wilh Lhe issuance of a new contract. However, prier o termination of this conlract by
the District, the District must provide written justification to the Office of the Staie Auditor
documenting the reasons for requesting, that the contract be lerminated, The District must oblain
wrilten approval {rom ihe Otfice ol the State Auditor prior o terminating the contract. Also, the
Firm shall nolify the Districi and the Office of the State Audilor of any potential conllict of
inlerest resulting From service to other clicnis. if such conflict cannot be resolved to the Thstrict’s
sadisfaction, the District reserves the right o terminale this conlracl with the wrilten conseni of
the Office of Lthe Stale Auditor.

The Firm shall tcport immediaiely 1o 1he District and the O{lice of the Sue Audilor any
prefiminary findings of possible (ruud, misapplication, or misappropriation ol funds,

Avinlabvility ol ['pnds

[t is expressly underslood by the parties burclo that Lhe obligation of the District to proceed under
this agreement is conditionat upon the appropeiation of funds by the Mississippi State 1.cgistaiure
am receipt of stale and/or federat fonds. I funds are not appropristed for any fiscal year during
the contract lerm, the District will promptly notily the Finm, and the contract will terminate at the
end ol the last fiscal year for which Tunds were appropriated. The District shall have the soke
tight 10 delermine whelther [unds are availahle [or the payments or performances due under this
Contruci.

Maodification ¢ Reoegoljitin

The Disirict, the (Hlice of the Siaie Auwditor, or the Firm, may request changes in the scope of
services 1o be performed hercunder. Such changes, including any increase of decrease in the
amount of the Firm's compensation. which are mutually agreed upon by the District and the Firm,
shall be included in writlen amendmenis {o (his contracl and subject to approval by the Office of
the State Audilor,

Contractor Reguiremen(s

The Firm shail be construed, during Ihe enlire term of this contract, 0 be an independent
contractor. Nothing in this contract is intended to nor shall be construed tu create an employer-
employec relalionship, or a joini veniuse relationship.

‘The Firm represents Whal il is qualified to perform the duties to be performed under this contrac
and (hat it has, or will secure, il needed, at its own expense, applicable persunnel who aee
qualified to perform the dutics required under this conlract, Such personacl shall not be deemed
in any way, dircctly or indiscetly, expressly or by implication, to be employees of the District,

Any person assigned hy Lhe firm 1@ perlorm the services hereander shall he the empoyee o a
subcontractor of the Firm, who shall have the sole right 1o hire and discharge its cmployee or
subcontraciors.
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24

The Firm or its subcontraclors shall pay, when due, all salaries and wages of their employees and
aceepls exclusive responsibility [or the payment of lederal income tax, social seeurity,
uncmptoyment compensation and any other withholdings that may he required.

Neither the Firm, its subcontractors nor their employees are entitled Lo state retirement or leave
benefits.

Ity lurther understood that the consideration expressed herein constitutes {uld and compleie
compensation for 4l services and performance hereunder, and that any sum due and payable 1o
the Firm shall be paid as a pross sum with no withheldings or dedoctions being made by the
District for any purpose from said contract sum, except #s permitied in paragraphs 15, 16 and 17.

[ndemnification: To the {ullest extent allowed by law, the Firm shadl indemnily, defend, save and
hold harmless, pratect, and exonerate Lhe District, its ofticers, employees, agenlts, and
represenlatives, and the Stale of Mississippi (rom and against aft claims, demands, lishilitics,
suils, activons, damages, losses, and costs of every kind and nature whatsoever, including, without
{imilation, court costs, investigative fecs and expenses, and attorneys’ fees. and claims for
damage arising out of or caused by the Firm and/or its parlners, principals, agents, employees
and.for subcontractors in the performance of or failure 1o perform this Contract.

business days ol its receipt of Hguidation or reccivership proceedings or within five (5) business
days of is reecipt of notification of any action or suit heing filed or any claim being made agninst
the Firm or the District by any enlity that may result in litigation relaled inany way to this
Contract anc/or which tnay affect the Firm's performance under this Contract. Failure of the
Firtn w provide such written netice 1o the Distriet shall be considered a maierial breach of this
Contract and the District may, at its sole discretion, pursuc ils righis as set forth in the
Termination clavses hercin and any other remedies it may have al law or in equily.

Conlidential Information

The Firm will be granted access 1o all client and claimant information necessary for completion
of the audit services described herein, The Firm and the Office of the State Auditor assure the
District thal any and all informalion regarding clients and claimanis of the [Dhstricl witl be kept
stdctly confidential. Any use ar release of client or claimunt information for purposes other than
to (I the Finn's or the Office of the State Audilor’s responsibilitics under this coniract mast
have Lhe prior written approval of the District.

Compliance with Laws

The Firm shall comply with all applicable faws, regulations, policies and procedures, and grant
requirements (il applicable) of the United States of America or any agency thercof, the State of
Mississippi or any agency thereol and any iocal povernments or potitical subdivisions thal miy
aflect the performance of services under this contract, Specifically, but not limited (o, the Firm
shall not discriminale against any employee nnr shall any party be subjeet (o discrimination in the
peslormance of this cunleact because of race, ereed, colos, sex, age, national origio or disabitity.
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26.
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29.
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3L

IMspetes and Arhitration

Any dispute conceening a question of fact arksing under this contruct shall be disposed of by good
{aith negotiation between duly authorized representatives of the District, the Office of the Sate
Audilor, and the Firm. Such a resolulion shall be reduced o writing and a copy thereod mailed or
turnished Lo the Firm and shall be final and conclusive.

If a resolution cannot be reached, the Firm shall mail or furaish 1o the District and the Office of
the State Audilor a writlen request Lot review. The Firm shall be afforded an opporiunity (o be
heard and w olfer evidence in support of its position on the tssue in dispute and under Teview.
The review will be handled under a three-person panel for arbitration, composed of the Director
of the Financial and Compliance Audit Division, the Director of Technical Assistance, and the
Director ul the Contract Audit Review Scetion, The decision of the Arbitration Panei nf the
Office of the State Auditor on the review shall be [inal and conclusive, uniess determined by
courl of competent jurisdiction in Hinds County, State ot Mississippi. to have been fraudulent,
capricious, or so prossly erroncous as necessarily o imply bad aith, or nol be suppuaried hy
substantial evidence, Pending timal decision of a dispute hercunder, the Firm shall procecd
diligenity with the performance ol the dutics and obligations ol the contract.

Axsignmen|

‘The Fiem shalf not assign or otherwise transler the obligation incureed on is part pursuant to the
terms of this contracl withoul the prior wrilten consent ol the District. Any atlempted assignment
ar Lransler of its obligations without such consent shall be nufl and void. All obligations and
duties of either party under this conlract shall be binding on all successors in inlerest o assigns of
such party.

Failure 1o Enloree
Failure ol uay party herelo, to insist upon strict compliance with any of the terms, covenants and
conditions hercol shatl nat be deerned a wadver or relinguishment of any similar righl or power

hereunder al any subsequent time or of any other provision hereof, nor shall it be coastrued 1o be
a modification of (he terms of this contracl.

Severgbilig
If any term or provision of this cunlract is prohibited by the faws of Lhe State of Mississippi or
declared invalid or void by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this contract shall

nol be alfected thereby and eich teem and provision of this contract shall be valid and enforceable
1o the fullest extent permitted by law.

Enlire Aprecinent
This coniract constilutes (he enlire agreement of the partics with respect (o the subject matier
comtained herein and supersedes and replaces any and all prior negotiations, understandings, and

agreements, wrilten or oral, between the parties relaling thereto.

Address Changes

The partics agree 1o promptly notify cach other ol any change ol address.

9
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34,
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36,

Change in Scope of Work

Nolice of approved changes or amendments o this conteact shall be provided (o the Office of the
Stale Auditor.

The Otfice of the Stale Audilor hag the sialutory authority o pesform, al any lime, an audif of the
Disirict’s annual financial report, as deflined in paragraph L. Should the Office of the Sale
Auditor decide o perform an audit of the District, the contract will be void upan cempletion of
the fiscal year audit performed immediately prior Wo the fiscal year to be audiled by the Olfice of
the Stale Audilor.

{nsursove Reguirements

The Firm represents that if will maintain workers' cnmmpensation insurance, if applicable, which
shall insure (0 the benefil of all of the Firm's personnel provided hercunder, comprehensive
general Hability or professional Hability insurance, and where applicable, employee Gdelily bond
insurance.

Employee Satus Verifivation Systom

‘The Fiem represents and warrants that it will ensure its compliance with the Mississippi
Employment Protection Act {Scnate Bitl 2988 (som Ihe 2008 Regular Legislative Session) and
will register and participate in (he status verification system {or adl newly hired employcees, The
term “einployee” as used hescin means any person that is hired 10 perform wark within the Stale
ol Mississippi. As used herein, “status verification system™ means the legal immigration
Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act ol 1996 that is operated by the United States
Department of Homeland Security, also known as the E-Verity Program, or any other successor
etectronic verificalion syslem replacing the E-Verily Program, The Firm agrees (o mainlain
records of such compliance ang, vpon requesi ol the Stale, to provide a copy ol each such
verification o the Stale, The Firm durther represents and warrants that any person assigned to
perform services hereunder meels the employment eligibility requirements ol all immigration
laws of the Slate of Mississippi. The Firm understands and agrees that any breach of these
wairaniics may subject Firm (o the following: (a} terntination of this Agreement and ineligibility
tor any state or public contract in Mississippi for up to three (3) years, wilh notice ol such
cancellation/termination being made pubiic, or {b) the loss of any license, permil, cerlification or
other document granted (o the Firm hy an agency, department or governmental entily [or the right
to do business in Mississippt {or up o one (1) year, o5 {¢) both. In the event ol such
lerminatinn/cancellztion, the Firm would also be liable Tor any additionat costs incurred by the
Statc due o contract cancellalion or inss of license or permit,

The Firm represents that it has not retained a persou W solicit or secure a Stale conlract upon an
agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or comingent {ve, cxeepl as
disclosed in the contractor's bid or proposal (if applicable).
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37 itepresclstion Regarding Gragnings

The Firm represenis thai it has nal violated, is not violiing, and promiscs that it will nol violatk
the prohibition against gratuitics set forth in Scetion 7-204 (Gratuities) of the “Mississippi
Personal Service Contract Procurement Regulations.”

K. Certulicanon of adependery Price Delenminalion

The Fism certilics that the price submitted in response W the selicilation s been arrived al
independently and without — for the purpose of resiricting competilion — any consullation,
communicalion, or agreemeont with any other hidder or competitor relating to the price, the
intention (o submil a bid, or the methods or factoss used Lo caleulale the price bid,

39 Ceptificalion Reparding Dehanment, Suspensivn, and Othes Responsibility, Matters — Primary
Coyvered Transactions

The Firm ceniifics (o the best of its knowledge and belick, that il and its principals:

a.  Arc not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligibte, or
voluntarily excluded {rom covered irangactions by any Federal depariment or agency:

h. Have not within a three-year period preceding this contract; been conviclted or had a civit
judpment rendered apainst them {or commission of fraud or a eriminal offcose in connection with
abaining, silempling Lo obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or
contracl under a public transaction; viokation of Federal or Stale antitrust stalules or commission
of embezzlement, thell, lorgery, bribery, falsification or destruction ol records, taking [alse
stalements, or receiving stolen property;

¢, Are not presently indicted or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by o government enlity
{Federal, State or local} with commission of any of the offenses enumerated inilem b, of this
cerfification; and

d. Have net within 2 three-year perind preceding this comtract had onc or more public transactions
(Federal, State or lucal} terminated [or cause or defauldl.

Where the Firm is unable 1o certily Lo any of (he stalements in this certification, an ¢xplanation
should be attached.

40, Whistleblowes Prolectinn

e Recovery and Regnvestmuen) Act of 2009,
Pl 1115, provides protections for cerfain individuals who make specified disclosures retating o
Recovery Act funds. Any nen-federal employer receiving recovery funds is required to post a
notice ol the rights and remedics provided under 1his section of the Acl.

11
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4l Reporting Regquirenents
The Firm is notificd that this contract may be paid in [ull or part wilth American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (hereinaftes, "ARRA™) Funds, The Firmi shall ensure that all
subconiracts and other eontracts for goods and services Tor an ARRA-Tunded project have the
mandated provisions of this directive in their conlracts. Pursuant 1o Title XV, Seclion 1512 of the
ARRA, the Agency shabl requise thal the conlraclor provide repotts and other employment
information as evidence w0 documenl the numher of jobs created o jobs relained by this contrac
from the Firm's own workforce and any subconlenctors. No direet payment will be made for
providing said reports, as the cost for same shall be inctuded in the various items in the contract,

42, Requirgd Comgayl Provision g Implemem ARRA Scetion 902

Section 902 of the ARRA requires that cach contract awarded using ARRA funds must include a
provision that provides the U.S, Comptrolier General and his ropresenlatives with the authority
Le3:

4. Examinc any records of the Firm or any of its subcontractors, o1 any Staie or local agency
adminisiering such contracy, that direclly pertain 0, and involve transaclions relaling Lo, the
caniracl or subhcontract; and

b, Inierview any officer or employce of the Firm or any of’ its subcontractors, or ol any State or local
government ageney administering the contract, regarding such transactions,

Accordingly, the Complrolicr General and bis representatives shall have (he authorily and rights
preseribed under Seetion 902 of the ARRA with respect to conlracts funded with recovery funds
made available under the ARRA. Section 902 further states thal nathing in Section 902 shali be
inlerpreted (o limit or resirict in any way any cxisling authority of the Comptroller General,

43, Atbarity 0f_the Inspector Generad Provision

Scciion 1515(a) of the ARRA provides aulhority for any represenlalives of the Uniled Stales
Inspector General Lo examine any records or inserview any cmployee or officers working on this
contract. The Firm is advised Lhai representatives of the Inspeclor General have the authority to
cxamine any record and inlerview any employee or olticer of the Firm, its subconiractors ur olher
firms working on Lhis coniract. Scction 1515(b) further provides thal nothing in this section shall
be interpreted {o limit or restrict in any way 2ny existing authority of an Inspector General.

12
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44,

46,

47,

Availability and Usg of Funds

The Firm understands and acknowledpes Lhat any and ail payment of funds or the contipualion
thercof is contingent upon funds provided solely by ARRA ar required stale matching (unds.
Pussuanl to Scction 1604 of the ARRA, conlraclors agree not 1o undertake or make progress
toward any activily using recovery funds that will lead (o (he devetopment of such aclivily as
casinos oF other gambling establishments, aquariums, zoos, golf courses, swimming pools or any
other activity specifically prohibited by the Recovery Act.

The Firm asserls and self-certifivs that al} Federal, State, and local tax obligations have been or
will be satis{ied prior lo receiving recovery funds.

Puzsuant to Seclion 1.7 of the guidance memorandum issucd by the United States Olfice of
Management and Budget on April 3, 2009, ARRA Recovery Funds must be disteibuted in
accordance with all apté-discrimination and cqual opportunily statutes, regulalions, and Executive
Orders perlaining (o the cxpenditure of funds,

Additional Reguirements

The Firm agrees 1o comply with additional requirements imposed by ARRA regulations upon
notification.
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NOTE: Paragraph 34 may be modified al the discretion of (he District and the CPA Firm.
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