OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR REPORT NOTE:

Section 7-7-211, Mississippi Code Annotated (1972) gives the Office of the State
Auditor the authority to audit, with the exception of municipalities, any
governmental entity in the state. In the case of municipalities, Section 21-35-31,
Mississippi Code Annotated (1972) requires municipalities to obtain an annual audit
performed by a private CPA firm and submit that audit report to the Office of the
State Auditor. The Office of the State Auditor files these audit reports for review in
case questions arise related to the municipality.

As a result, the following document was not prepared by the Office of the State
Auditor. Instead, it was prepared by a private CPA firm and submitted to the Office
of the State Auditor. The document was placed on this web page as it was submitted
and no review of the report was performed by the Office of the State Auditor prior
to finalization of the report. The Office of the State Auditor assumes no
responsibility for its content or for any errors located in the document. Any questions
of accuracy or authenticity concerning this document should be submitted to the
CPA firm that prepared the document. The name and address of the CPA firm
appears in the document.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON
THE STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen
City of Bruce
Bruce, Mississippi

We have audited the accompanying Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the City of Bruce,
Mississippi for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to financial statement, as listed
in the contents.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of this financial statement in
accordance with the cash basis of accounting as described in Note 1; this includes determining that the
cash basis of accounting is an acceptable basis for the presentation of the financial statement in the
circumstances. Management is also responsible for the design, implementation, and maintenance of
internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of a financial statement that is free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on our audit. We conducted
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statement is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statement. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statement, whether due to fraud or error.
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statement in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statement.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our audit opinion.

Members of Mississippi Society of Certified Public Accountants
Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants



Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, the
respective results of operations—cash basis of the governmental funds, and one proprietary fund of the
City of Bruce, Mississippi for the year ended September 30, 2020, in accordance with the cash basis of
accounting described in Note 1.

Basis of Accounting

We draw attention to Note 1 of the financial statement, which describes the basis of accounting. The
financial statement is prepared on the cash basis of accounting, which is a basis of accounting other than
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Our opinion is not modified
with respect to that matter.

Other Matters
Other Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the Statement of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements of the City of Bruce, Mississippi. The schedule of investments, schedule of capital assets,
schedule of long-term debt, and schedule of surety bonds for municipal officials are presented for
purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the Statement of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements.

The schedules of investments, capital assets, long-term debt, and surety bonds are the responsibility of
management and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records
used to prepare the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements. Such informatien has been subjected
to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements and
certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the Statement of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements or to the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements itself, and other additional
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In
our opinion the schedules of investments, capital assets, long-term debt, and surety bonds are fairly
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements.

As discussed in Note 1, the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements presents only the
governmental funds and one proprietary fund of the City of Bruce, Mississippi, and does not purport to,
and does not, present fairly the results of operations — cash basis of the City of Bruce, Mississippi, for
the year ended September 30, 2020, in conformity with the cash basis of accounting described in Note 1.

Members of Mississippi Society of Certified Public Accountants
Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated September 21,
2021, on our consideration of the City of Bruce, Mississippi’s internal control over financial reporting
and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant
agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of
internal contrel over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide
an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part
of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the City of
Bruce, Mississippi’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

Oxford Mississippi wa‘\%h.s ‘\)Wd M wa‘l, e

September 21, 2021

Members of Mississippi Society of Certified Public Accountants
Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
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CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Statement Of Cash Receipts And Disbursements
Governmental and Business Type Activities
For The Year Ended September 30, 2020

Business-type

Governmental Activities Activities
Ma!'or Fund
Other
Nonmajor Water and
General Funds Total Sewer
Revenues
Taxes:
General property taxes b 384,487 - 384,487 -
TVA in lieu of taxes 48,707 - 48,707 -
Licenses and permits:
Privilege licenses 4,889 - 4,889 -
Franchise charges - Pontotoc EPA 55,361 - 55,361 -
Intergovernmental revenues:
MEMA grant 26,636 - 26;636 -
MDEQ grant-sewer improvement - - - 8,000
Senate Bill 2065 revenue - - - 300,000
State shared revenues:
Sales tax 489,416 - 489,416 -
Homestead reimbursements 24,979 - 24,979 -
Modermnization Use Tax 23,560 - 23,560
Municipal aid 6,784 - 6,784 -
Fire protection 11,698 - 11,698 -
County shared revenuess:
Road and bridge tax funds 80,124 - 80,124 -
Fire fund 20,633 - 20,633 -
Drug fund 23,498 - 23,498 -
Charges for services
Sanitation 121,032 - 121,032 -
Nursing home rent 139,112 - 139,112 -
AT&T tower rent 8,378 - 8,378
Water - - - 470,462
Fines and forfeitures 107,751 - 107,751 -
Recreation 26,893 - 26,893 -
Interest income 15,865 6 15,871 772
Donations 345 - 345 -
Micellaneous receipts 19,484 - 19,484 3,901
Total Revenues $ 1,639,632 6 1,639,638 783,135

The accompanying notes to financial statement are an integral part of this financial statement.



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Statement Of Cash Receipts And Disbursements
Governmental and Business Type Activities
For The Year Ended September 30, 2020

Business-type

Governmental Activities Activities
Major Fund
Other
Nonmajor Water and
General Funds Total Sewer
Disbursements:
General government b 295,688 - 295,688 -
Public safety:
Police 516,610 - 516,610 -
Fire 62,425 - 62,425 -
Public works 312,581 - 312,581 -
Culture and recreation 251,947 - 251,947 -
Sanitation 104,890 - 104,890 -
Enterprise - - - 374,459
Total Disbursements 1,544,141 - 1,544,141 374,459
Excess of Receipts Over
Disbursements 95,491 6 95,497 408,676
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Debt repaid (95,063) - (95,063) (33,336)
Capital outlay (192,823) - (192,823) (13,834)
Interfund loan repayment (3,092) - (3,092) 3,092
Water deposits - - - 3,393
Overpayment of escrow - - - 481
Total Other Cash Sources (Uses) (290,978) - . (290,978) (40,204)
Excess (deficiency) of receipts and other financing
sources (uses) over disbursements and other
cash uses (195,487) 6 (195,481) 368,472
Cash Balance - Beginning of Year - 1,289,657 54,213 1,343,870 247,347
Cash Balance - End of Year $ 1,094,170 54,219 1,148,389 615,819

The accompanying notes to financial statement are an integral part of this financial statement.



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Reporting Entity

The City of Bruce, Mississippi (the City) was incorporated in 1927. The City operates under a
Mayor-Board of Alderman form of government and provides all of the rights and privileges and
services as provided by statutes for municipalities.

The financial statements of the City have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and
disbursements, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America.

In evaluating how to define the government, for financial reporting purposes, management has
considered all potential component units. The decision to include a potential component unit in
the reporting entity was made by applying the criteria set forth in accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America. The basic-but not only-criterion for including a
potential component unit within the reporting entity is the governing body’s ability to exercise
oversight responsibility. The meost significant manifestation of this ability is financial
interdependency. Other manifestations of the ability to exercise oversight responsibility include,
but are not limited to, the selection of governing ‘authority, the designation of management, the
ability to significantly influence operations, and accountability for fiscal matters. A second
criterion used in evaluating potential component units is the scope of public service. Application
of this criterion involves considering whether the activity benefits the government and/or its
citizens, or whether the activity is conducted within the geographic boundaries of the
government and is generally available to its citizens. A third criterion used to evaluate potential
component units for inclusion or exclusion from the reporting entity is the existence of special
financing relationships, regardless of whether the govemment is able to exercise oversight
responsibilities. Based upon the application of these criteria, no additional component unit will
be reported within the City of Bruce, Mississippi’s reporting entity.

Fund Accounting

The accounts of the City of Bruce, Mississippi are organized on the basis of funds and account
groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are
accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities,
fund equity, revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are
allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to
be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds are
grouped into generic fund types and broad fund categories as follows:



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Governmental Funds

General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the City of Bruce,
Mississippi. It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be
accounted for in another fund.

Special Revenue Fund - The Special Revenue Fund is used to account for the proceeds
of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted for specific expenditure purposes.

Proprietary Funds

Enterprise Funds — Enterprise Funds are used to account for operations
(a) that are financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises -
where the intent of the governing body is that the costs of providing goods or services to
the general public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user
charges: or (b) where the governing body has decided that periodic determination of
revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is appropriate for capital
maintenance, public policy, management control, accountability, or other purposes. The
Proprietary Funds consist of the Water and Sewer Department.

Basis of Accounting

The financial statement is prepared on a cash basis, as prescribed by the Office of the State
Auditor. Consequently, certain revenues are recognized when received (cash receipts) rather than
when earned and certain expenses are recognized when paid (cash disbursements) rather than
when the obligation is incurred.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with the cash receipts and disbursements
basis, as prescribed by the Office of the State Auditor requires management to make estimates
and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of
contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts
of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those

estimates.

Encumbrances

An encumbrance system is not maintained to account for commitments resulting from approved
purchase orders, work orders and contracts.



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 2 - Report Classifications

Receipts and disbursements were classified according to requirements for small towns in the
State of Mississippi as prescribed by the Office of the State Auditor.

Note 3 - Cash and Investments

The collateral for public entities’ deposits in financial institutions is held in the name of the State
Treasurer under a program established by the Mississippi State Legislature and is governed by
Section 27-105-5, Miss. Code Ann. (1972). Under this program, the entity’s funds are protected
through a collateral pool administered by the State Treasurer. Financial institutions holding
deposits of public funds must pledge securities as collateral against those deposits. In the event
of failure of a financial institution, securities pledged by that institution would be liquidated by
the State Treasurer to replace the public deposits not covered by the Federal Depository
Insurance Corporation.

The carrying amount of the City’s deposits with financial institutions was $1,764,208 on
September 30, 2020, and the total of all bank balances was $1,791,477.

As provided in Section 91-13-8 Miss. Code Ann. (1972), the investments of the City are
certificates of deposit with Renasant Bank and Calhoun Banking Center. (See page 14 for
Schedule of Investments.)

Interest Rate Risk. The City does not have a formal investment policy that limits investments
maturities as a mean of managing its exposure to fair value losses arising from increasing interest
rates. However, Section 19-9-29, Miss. Code Ann. (1972) limits the maturity period of any
investment to no more than one year.

Credit Risk. State law limits investments to those authorized by Section 19-9-29 and 91-13-8,
Miss Code Ann. (1972). The City does not have a formal investment policy that would further
limit its investments choices or one that addresses credit risk.

Custodial Credit Risk - Investments. Custodial credit risk is the risk that in the event of the
failure of the counterparty, the City will not be able to recover the value of its investments of
collateral securities that are in the possession of an outside party. The City does not have a
formal policy for custodial risk.



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 4 - Long-Term Debt

The following is a summary of transactions of the City of Bruce, Mississippi for the year ended
September 30, 2020:

10/1/2019 9/30/2020
Balance Issued Redeemed Balance
Governmental activities:

KS State Bank $ 133,396 - (95,063) 38,333
Governmental activities long-term liabilities 133,396 - (95,063) 38,333
Business-type activities:

MDEQ-WPCRLF 406,894 - (21,586) 385,308

Bancorp South 45,969 - (11,750) 34,219
Business-type activities long-term liabilities 452,863 B (33,336) 419,527
Total long-term debt $ 586,259 - (128,399) 457,860

Debt maturing over the next five years:

Year Principal
2021 $ 60,432
2022 46,888
2023 32,352
2024 23,150
2025 23,559

$ 186,381

T

All liabilities of the City of Bruce, Mississippi are secured by the full faith and credit of the
municipality.

The City of Bruce, Mississippi improved their sewer system through a capital improvement loan
with MDEQ on June I, 2016. The outstanding debt is due in monthly installments of $2,378 with
an interest rate of 1.75%. The outstanding balance at year end was $385,308.

A capital lease was finalized in June 2018 with Bancorp South. The outstanding debt is due in
monthly installments of $1,092 at an interest rate of 3.69%. The outstanding balance at year end
was $34,219.

A loan was finalized in February of 2018 with KS State Bank. The outstanding debt is due in
yearly installments of $31,928 for seven years at an interest rate of 3.85%. The balance at
September 30, 2020, was $38,333.



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 5 - Defined Benefit Pension Plan

Plan Description

The City of Bruce, Mississippi contributes to the Public Employees’ Retirement System of
Mississippi (PERS), a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan. PERS
provides retirement and disability benefits, annual cost-of-living adjustments, and death benefits
to plan members and beneficiaries. Benefit provisions are established by State law and may be
amended only by the State of Mississippi Legislature. PERS issues a publicly available financial
report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That
information may be obtained by writing to Public Employee Retirement System, PERS Building,
429 Mississippi Street, Jackson, MS 39201-1005 or by calling (601) 359-3589 or 1-800-444-
PERS.

Funding Policy

PERS members are required to contribute 9% of their annual covered salary and the City of
Bruce, Mississippi is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate, which was
increased to 17.4% from 15.75% of covered payroll. The contribution requirements of PERS
members are established and may be amended only by the State of Mississippi Legislature. The
City of Bruce, Mississippi’s contributions to PERS for the years ending September 30, 2020,
2019 and 2018 were $103,026, $114,419 and $97,342 respectively, equal to the required
contributions for each year.

Note 6 - Risk Management

The City of Bruce, Mississippi is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of,
damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural
disasters. The City of Bruce, Mississippi carries commercial insurance for these risks. Settled
claims resulting from these insured risks have not exceeded commercial insurance coverage in
any of the past three fiscal years.

Under GASB Statement No. 10, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Risks Financing and
Related Insurance Issues, a liability for claims must be reported if information prior to the
issuance of the financial statements indicates that it is probable that a liability has been incurred
at the date of the financial statements and that the amount of the loss can be reasonably
estimated. As of the date of this audit report, there were no known claims above the amount of
coverage purchased for risks of loss related to torts, theft of, damage to, and the destruction of
assets, errors and omissions, injuries to employees and natural disasters at September 30, 2020,
therefore no liability has been accrued at this time.

10



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 7 - Property Tax

Numerous statutes exist under which the Mayor and Board of Aldermen may levy property
taxes. The selection of authorities is made based on the objectives and responsibilities of the
City. Restrictions associated with property tax levies vary with the statutory authority. The
amount of increase in certain property taxes is limited by state law. Generally, this restriction
provides that these tax levies shall produce no more than 110% of the amount which resulted
from the assessments of the previous year.

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen, each year at a meeting in September, levy property taxes for
the ensuing fiscal year which begins on October 1. Real property taxes become a lien on January
1 of the current year, and personal property taxes become a lien on March 1 of the current year.

Taxes on both real and personal property, however, are due on or before February 1 of the next
succeeding year.

Taxes on motor vehicles and mobile homes become a lien and are due in the month that
coincides with the month of original purchase. The City taxes are collected and remitted to the
City by the Calhoun Coeunty Tax Collector.

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require property taxes
to be recognized at the levy date if measurable and available. All property taxes are recognized
as revenue in the year for which they are levied. Motor vehicle and mobile home taxes do not
meet the measurability and collectability criteria for property tax recognition because the lien
and due date cannot be established until the date of original purchase occurs.

The distribution of taxes to funds was made in accordance with prescribed tax levies, and
uncollected taxes were properly handled.

Delinquent taxes are not recorded as assets.

Note 8 - Contingencies

Since the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020, the City has maintained relative
operating normalcy. As of the date of the audit report, the City declines to speculate on when a
return to pre-COVID-19 operations will occur, but does not anticipate a material impact on
normal operations for the City.

11



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Notes to Financial Statement

Note 9 - Subsequent Events

Events that occur-after the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements date but before the
financial statements are available to be issued must be evaluated for recognition or disclosure.
The effects of subsequent events that provide evidence about conditions that existed at the
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements date are recognized in the accompanying
financial statement. Subsequent events which provide evidence about conditions that existed
after the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursemnents date require disclosure in the
accompanying notes. The City has evaluated subsequent events through September 21, 2021, the
date the financial statements were available to be issued, and determined that ho events occurred
requiring disclosure.

12



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
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CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Schedule of Investments — All Funds
For the Year Ended September 30, 2020

Type of Interest Other Investment

Ownership Investments Rate Maturity Date Information Fair Value
General Fund Certificates of Deposit 0.59% 8/20/2021 Renasant Bank $ 3,005
General Fund Certificates of Deposit 2.56% 8/13/2021 Calhoun Banking Center 722,059
Water & Sewer Fund  Certificates of Deposit 1.50% 1/9/2021 Renasant Bank 47,918
Total $ 772,982

14



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Schedule of Capital Assets
For the Year Ended September 30, 2020

10/1/2019 9/30/2020
Balance Increases Decreases Adjustments Balance
Governmental activities:
Capital Assets:
Land . $ 606,766 7,767 - - 614,533
Buildings 5,512,219 12,905 - - 5,525,124
Machinery and equipment 1,544,922 56,160 42,827 6,748 1,565,003
Infrastructure 1,537,114 113,019 - - 1,650,133
Governmental activities capital assets $ 9,201,021 189,851 42,827 6,748 9,354,793
Business-type activitles:
Capital Assets:
Land 3 100,100 - - ' - 100,100
Buildings 132,282 - - - 132,282
Machinery and equipment 484,076 5,834 - - 489,910
Infrastructure i 3,634,266 8,000 - - 3,642,266
Business-type activities capital assets $ 4,350,724 13,834 - - 4,364,558

15



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Schedule of Long - Term Debt
For the Year Ended September 30, 2020

10/1/2019 9/30/2020
Balance Issued Redeemed Balance
Governmental activities:

KS State Bank § 133,396 - (95,063) 38,333
Governmental activities long-term liabilities 133,396 - (95,063) 38,333
Business-type activities:

MDEQ-WPCRLF 406,894 - (21,586) 385,308

Bancorp South 45,969 - (11,750) 34,219
Business=type activities long-term liabilities 452,863 - (33,336) 419,527
Total long-term debt $ 586,259 - (128,399) 457,860

16



CITY OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI
Schedule of Surety Bonds for Municipal Officials

September 30, 2020

Name Position Surety Bond Amount
Rudy Pope Mayor Travelers $ 50,000
John Earl Armstrong ~ Alderman Ward 1 Travelers- $ 50,000
Johnny Armstrong Alderman Ward 2 Travelers $ 50,000
Jimmy Hubbard Alderman Ward 3 Travelers $ 50,000
Steve Nelson Alderman Ward 4 Travelers $ 50,000
Ellen Shaw Alderwoman Ward 5 Travelers $ 50,000
Rita Talford City Clerk Western Surety $ 50,000
Stanley Evans Chief of Police Western Surety $ 50,000
Other specified Various Travelers $ 50,000

city employees

17
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE
WITH STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Honorable Mayor and Board of Alderman
City of Bruce
Bruce, Mississippi

We have audited the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements and supplemental information of
the City of Bruce, Mississippi, as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and have issued our
report dated September 21, 2021. We have conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits
contained in Government Auditing Standards.

As required by the state legal compliance audit program prescribed by the Office of the State Auditor,
we have also performed procedures to test compliance with certain state laws and regulations. However,
providing an opinion on compliance with state laws and regulations was not an objective of our audit
and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.

The results of those procedures and our audit of the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements and
supplemental information disclosed no material instances of noncompliance with state laws and
regulations.

This report is intended for the information of the City’s management and the Office of the State Auditor
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. However,
this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited.

Oxford, Mississippi
September 21, 2021

Members of Mississippi Society of Certified Public Accountants
Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL
REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

The Honorable Mayor and Board of Alderman
City of Bruce
Bruce, Mississippi

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the Statement of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements of the City of Bruce, Mississippi for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the related
notes to the financial statement, and have issued our report thereon dated September 21, 2021.

Internal Control over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the City of Bruce,
Mississippi’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the
financial statement, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City of
Bruce, Mississippi’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of
the City of Bruce, Mississippi’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a
combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material
misstatement of the entity’s financial statement will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a
timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control
that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged
with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for.the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.
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Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City of Bruce, Mississippi’s financial
statement is free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have
a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do
not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other
matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the
entity’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and
compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

Oxford, Mississippi woatins Ward axd &%ad, pue

September 21, 2021
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