
ST ATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

OFFICE OF THE ST ATE AUDITOR 

Shad White 

Kevin King, President 
Jefferson County Board of Supervisors 
P.O. Box 145 
Fayette, MS 39069 

Dear Mr. King: 

AUDITOR 

January 16, 2025 

Enclosed for your files is an executed Contract for Professional Services between Jefferson County and 
Bridgers, Goodman Baird & Clarke PLLC for the performance of the services as set forth in the contract 
for each of the Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023. This contract has been reviewed and signed by a 
representative of the Office of the State Auditor pursuant to Sections 7-7-21 t(e). 

Please let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 

JEM/ld 

Enclosure 

C: Goodman, Baird & Clarke, PLLC 
David Bridgers, Manger 

Sincerely, 

Joe E. McKnight, CPA 
Director, County Audit Section 
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CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

This document reflects a contractual agreement entered into as of the 3rd day of January . 2Qb'.!_ 
among the Office oftheState Auditor, __ Jefferson County (herein refem:d ln 11sthe"County") 
arid 8<1dgo�. Gcodm1>n, 8 �d& c1ar1<e (herdn referred to as the "Firm") to provide services,materials and 
personnel to perform the work as specified in paragraph l. 

Scope of Servi ·c. 

I. The County and the Office of the State Auditor desire to engage the Firm to render the following 
professional audit services for the County for the 2022 and 2023 fiscal years:

A. Perform a financial audit for all fonds oftheCounty. 
B. Perform a compliance audit with applicable state and federal laws and regulations. Sections of the 

compliance audh program labeled as "Required" must be completed by the Firm regardless of 
materiaLity or impact to the Financial.Statemen.ts.

C. Perform Items A and B above in conformity with professional standards, laws, rules, regulations 
and giiidelines as contained in, but not limited to, the documents identified in paragraph 4 of this 
contract. 
(If the county does not have financial statements prepared at the start of the audit, the county is responsible 
for the report being late.) 

l111hc::11e wh ch tyne uf-1,nand:,I rrp1111inlj fn,mcwn1k or' 11n:1n�int sm1emcm rern1ni111; for ogfonu�nc.: of:1u�i1 $1lrviccs: 
Initial Applicable Framework (Select Only One) 

Check the one Type of Framework ofFimmdal Statement Reporting 
that annlies: 

· General Purpose Financial Reporting Frameworlc (GAAP) 
-

ti' Special Purpose Financial Reporting Framework (Cash Basis-OCBOA) 

,\111ho1ti'.I!� I{ ·rrc.s�n•:invcs 
2. The following people have been empowered to act as the duly authorized representatives for this contract:

Name: 

Title: 

Address: 

Name: 

Title: 

Address: 

Name: 

Tille: 

Address: 

Office of the Slate Auditor 

Joe E. McKnight,CPA 

Director, County Audit Section 

P. 0. Box 956, Jackson, MS 39205

Je_rr,..= _________ Couniy, Mississippi 

Ke I vi r, l<I CJ 
Presidont�. Board or Supe�sors 

P:O, Bax 145, Fayelle, MS 35069 

David 1. Bridgers, CPA 

Managing Member 

3528 Manor Drive. icksburg, M'S 39 I 80 
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Notice· All notices required or per111itted to be givtln under this Contrnct must be iii writing and personnlly 
dtlivered or sent by facsimile provided that the origin-al ol"such notice is sent by certified United Staresm;:iil 
poslllg_e prepaid, return receipt r�qucsted, or overnigh! courier wi!h signed rece.ip1, to the! party to whom this 
notice -should bt1 given as indic.ited abov . Notice shall be deemed given when actually received or when 
refused. T�c parties agree to promptly notify eacf1 other in writi.ng of any change of address. 

Contract Ft:e Con;idi:rarion 

3. The Firm shall receive as compensation to be paid by the County for the described auditing services a fee not 
toe, cced:

$38,500 for the audit for the __ 2=0=2=2=-__ .fisca\ year. 

$_3_8,500 for the audit for the ___ 2_0_2_3 __ fiscal year. 

The.said fee is based on: 

250 hours at $Di_per hour for the 2022 

* Additional $4,500.00 if a Single Audit is

required 

fiscal year audit. 

250 hours at $�per hour for the_--2023__._fiscal yearaudit. 

The Firm shall not receive as compensation an amount greater than the actua.l hours worked 
multiplied by the rate per hour for the applicable fiscal year. The Firm will receive no more than the 
agreed ,upon comp nsation 110 matter the number of hour worked except as provided in p;rri_lgfaph 
18 

• Comp[inncll wilh L.a,vs and l'rafessional Standards 

4. The professional services will be perfonned in conformity with the following: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

Generally accepted auditing standards and the industry audit guide, Audits of Stntc and Local 
Oovcn11nc1iinl Units. established by the American Institute of Certified PublicAccountants. 

Sratcmenrs of financial a1:couhting standards as prescribed by the Financial Acoo1mting Standards 
Board and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board as applicable, if the County is pr.esenting 
it.s financial statements under a Special Purpose ·Framework (OCB OA ). 

Oovcmment Auditing Sto.ndnrd.s·, as required by the U.S. Government Accountability Office(The 
Yellow Book). 

0MB Uniform Grant Guidance, Audits of States, Local governments, andNon-profit 
Organizations. 

The Single Audit Act Amendments oft 996. 

Mississippi Code Annotated (l 972) for compliance with applicable state laws. 

A state legal compliance audit program given the Firm by the Office of the State Auditor. 

Attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants as 
applicable to the examination of the Purchasing System and Inventory Control System. 

Reportable Fii1di1\g5 

5. The Finn shall report immediately to the County and the Office of the State Auditor any preliminary findings 
ofpoS-.sible fraud, misapplication or misappropriation offun(Js.

2 
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TcrtJ)i 11 1 1 1 ion or Gonlrac, 

6. The Counly ,  with the  written consent of t he  Office of the S tale A udi tor, has �he right to reject 1my work not
meeti ng the terms of this contracL Shou l d  ei ther reject any se rvice s, the County s or ! he  Office of the S tate
A ud itor's authorized reprcscncat ive sha l l noti fy Lht:: F irm in wri L ing or such t jectio 1 1  giv ing reason therefore.
The right to reject services sha l l extend t hroughout the terms of this contracl . However, prior to term inat ion
nf this contract by the County , the County must prov ide wrfllenj llsti fication 10 the Office of thc St re Aud itor
docum enting the reasons for requcsl i n_!; the contraol be terminated, The Coun ty m ust obta in wrinen approva l
from the Office of the State Auditor pr ior  tu terminat ing the.contrncl.

Finn ';; Rcgll iremcn<s tl f. ervkcs 

7. The Firm shal l provide a draft report and the workpapers, if re .quested, to the Office of the State Auditor for
review and approval . Drafts must be subm itted 2i1 least two months prior to the desired issuance daie . Drafts
submitted in a shorter time l ine  may not be finalized by the desired deadline. If a Single Audit, this must be
provided to the Office ofthe Stare Aud i tor within seven months a.fter fiscal year end of each aud it. If a there
is no S ingle A udit, this must be provided to !he Office of the State Auditor within nine months after fiscal 
year end of each audit .  Upon written noti tknlion by the Office of the State Audi tor, the Firm shal l make apy
necessa!)' correc tions to the report d u e  to tJ1 is revi ew, and these corrections shal l be made within two weeks·
of such notification . I n  addition, a copy of tbe Compl iance Audit Program provided by the Office of the State
Auditor must be completed and sent to th e Office of1he State Auditor with any draft report. The records sha l l
be maintained for at  least five (5)  years; however, i f  any l i t igation or 01her legal action has begun that is not
completed at the end of the five (ii) year period, or if aud it find ings, l itigation or other legal action has not
been resolved at the end of the five (5) year period, the records shall be retai ned unti l reso lution. Send al l 
documents to ((Cou11iy. udits@os.a. ms .. 11.ov) 

Rcs:pom,i b_i l ity of Firm:•. 10 Dis1r lbu1e Audil Report 

8. If  a Single Audit, U1e Fi rm sha l l  provide two (2) copies of the completed signed report and ( l) CD/electron ic
media/email  (County .audils@osa.\ns .gov) containfog a Final  Report Adobe PDF Fi le  to the Office ef the
State A udiror within n ine months after the fiscal year end of each audit. If a Single Audi t, the Data
Co l lection Form (Form Sf-SAC) and one copy of the approved Sing le  Audit reporting package, as required
by 0MB Uniform Grant Gu idance, sho1J l d  be filed electron ically with the Federa l Audit Clea.ringhouse.
lnslri.Jctions for the filing may be ac�ssed at hrtps://www.fac.gov/. J f U1e-re is no Single Aud it, the Firm 
shaJ I  provide two (2) copies of the completed s igned report and ( I )  CD/electron ic med ia/email 
(County.audits@osa.ms.gov) contain i ng  a Final Report Ad6be PDF File to the Office of the State Auditor
witl1 in eleven months after fiscal year end of each aud it. Also, the firm shou ld  provide the Office of the
State Auditor with the total amount of federal expenditu res for ench fisca l  year.

The Firm shal l also provide six (6)  copies ofthe completed signed repo11s to the County, with synopsis
instructions, at  the same t ime it prov ides the reports discu ssed above.

fu!gn eem en! l .  e tu.-r 

9. The F i rm shou ld  provide an engagement letter for the audit, wh ich contains the price quote.

Pro2ress Ropor rs 

1 0. The Firm shnl l  keep on fi le monthly progress reports, which detail the work, completed during the month and 
shal l make tl,ese reports availab le  to the County and/or the Office of the Stale A uditor for revi ew, if requested . 
Addi t ional ly. t!u: Firm must provide status updates on demand as requested by the Office of the State Aud i tor. 

3 
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P n V III C ll l  

1 1 . Th e F i rm wi l l  be en t i t l e d  to imer i m pay men ts, wh ich shal l not exceed 70% of the co11 trnc1 amount for the 
app l i ca b l e  fi scal year ,  from the County . The F i rm shal l  submit a final invoice for a l l  work performed_  Th is 
inv(.) ice sha l l  prov ide 1 he number or h ours wod,ed by each emp l oyee . The final payment of the annua l 
cor l l l' llc t amou-n t wi l l be pa id by the CouJlty upon completion o f  the aud it services artd .iccepti'mce by the 
Office of the State A u d i tor � nd the Coun ty. The County sh11JI not pay any part of the fi nol 30% owed the fi rm 
1 1 1 \ li.l  the County has  reci:ived wr i l tl:! 11 pcrn\ i ss ion from t he  O ffice o f  the  S t ale A ud i tor 10 do  so. The F\rm wi l l  
no !  be ent it l ed  ta  compensati on from the  County for correction of any deficien t  work  found  in  che Office o f  
the S tate A u d itor' s rcv iew _  

1 2. The firm agrees lo prov ide  any ex isting service contract with the county as an Appendi x  to this contract. 
Additi onal ly, !he F i rm agrees that if the county i s  desirous to enter into any other service agreement with the 
F irm, that the F i rm wi l l  prov ide that agreem ent to the Office of the State Auditor for review before execution 
so that OSA can rev iew for possible impairments of i ndependence_ Any vio lation of this c lause i s  consi dered 
breach of con trnct and c�n resu lt in  coJllract termi nation. 

The authorized representative oflhe Office of the State Aud itor is empowered to accept and app rove, or rej ect 
the sei·v ices furnish cl by the P itm in com p l iance w ith the provis ions of th is con tract and the attached 
sched u l e. No pay ment, in c lud ing final paymen t, sha l l  be constru ed as acceptance of defect ive or incomplete 
work and the firm shal l remain responsib le  and l iable for fu l l  performance. 

Contr;ict E:qJir:i! ion 

l 3 .  The contract shal l expire 1 20 days after the final services have been rendered_ 

Ownership of Docomenrs nn:d Wor · Papers Upo1l" Tcarmimuion ofC1:m1mc1 

1 4. The work papers remain the property of the Firm . Al l  other files, notes, correspondence and al l ot her data 
compi [ed during the audit sha l l  be avai lab le without cost to the County and the Office oflhe State Auditor for 
examination and abstracting d uring 11om1al b 11siness hours of any busi ness day . The records shal l be 
mainta ined for a t  least five (5) years as req uired in paragraph 7 of this contract. I f, thro ugh any cause, the 
Firm sha l l  fai l to fulfi l l  i n  a 1 imely and proper manner, as determ ined by !be Coun ty mid7or the Office of the 
State Auditor, i ts ob l igations under th is  contract, or if the Finn sha l l  violate any ofthe covenants, agreements, 
or stipu \alions of th is contract, !he County, wi th  the written consent of the Office of the State Auditor, shall 
then:upon have the .r ight lo term inate I.his c;ontract  by g iv ing wr itten nor ice to the Fim, of such terminat ion 
:ind Specify ing the effect ive d ate of Sllch tem1inu-t ion . However, pr ior to tetminol ioo of this contract by tbc 
County, the Comi ty must  prov ide � ritten j usi ilicat ion lo the O ffice of the S tale A uditor docu men t i ng  I.he 
reasons for request i ng  the contract be tenn ina1cd .  The County must obtai n wri tten approval from the O ffice 
of the State Aud i tor prior to 1em1 inat i ng  the contrac t. Furtherm ore, the Firm sh ou ld  notify the Office of the 
State Auditor and the County as soon as possib l e  if the deadl ines cannot be met.  I n  the event the contract is 
term inated, the Firm wi l l  provide reasonab le assist ance to successor aud itors in accordance with the 
appl icable profess ional standard s .  

Reduct ion ofCompl!11�:1tio11 

1 5 . I f  the F i rm fai ls to m eet the submiss ion  d ate for the drnft report descri bed in paragraph 7, the County may 
red uce the ngreed compensat ion by 5% o f  the contract price for the app l i cable fiscal y ear. 

If the Firm fai ls to mee1 the su bmis_,;ion dare for the fina l reports descri bed i ll paragraph 8 by less t han th irty 
days, the: County l'n ay red uct: the ngrncd com pensat ion by I 0% o f  th� contTilct price fo r the appl icab l e  fisca l 
ye;i r. I f  the repor ts desc r i bed in paragrnph S are overdue  by th i rty days or m ore, the County may , reduce the 
agreed coJ J 1pensat ion by 20% a f the tot� I contract price for the appl icab l e  fiscal year. 
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1 6. The Coun ty ,  w i t h  the wri t ten consent  of lhe Office of th e State Aud itor, may ter m i n ate this con tract at any 
time, for any rea son other than those reasons contained in paragraph 1 4  above, by giv i n g  wri t t en  n ot i ce to the 
F i rm of such term inati on  and speci fy ing the effective date th ereof, at least ten days before the e ffect ive date 
of such termina t ion .  However, prior to termination of  this contract by the County ,  the Cou nty must prov ide  
written j ust i ficat i on  to the Office of the  S tate Aud itor documenting the  reasons for req uest i ng  the contract be  
term i nated .  The County must obta i n  written app roval from th e Office of the  S tate Aud i to r  pr ior  to  term inating 
the contract. In the event the contrac t  is term inated , th e Firm wi l l  provi de reasonab le  assis tance to successor 
aud i tors in accordance with the appl icab le  professional standards. If the con tract i s  terminated by the  Cou nty 
and/or the Office of the State Aud i tor as prov i ded herei n ,  the Firm w i l l  be pai d an amount wh icl1 bears the 
same ratio to the total serv i ces oflhe Firm covered by the contract as supported by deta i l ed invo i ces subm ined 
to th e County by the Finn identifying hours worked on thecontract. 

Terminat ion of Contract 

1 7. In the event the County and/or the Office of the State Auditor exercises i ts right to terminate this contract 
pursuant to paragraph 6 and/or paragraph 14 of this contract, the Firm shall bear all costs associated wi th the 
issuan ce of a new contract. However, prior to term ination of this contract by the County, the County mus t 
provide written justification to the Office of the State Auditor documenting the reasons for req uesting the 
contract be term inated .  The County must obtain written approval from the Office of the State Auditor prior 
to terminating the contract. Also, the Firm shall  not ify the County and the Office of the State Auditor of any 
potent ial conflict of interest resulting from service to other cl ients. If such conflict cannot be resolved to the 
County' s  satisfaction, the County reserves the right to terminate this contract with the written consent of the 
Office of the S tate A uditor and any l itigation with respect thereto shall  be brought in the courts of the State_ 

1v1m1 i ficn\itln or Rcncµotimion' 

1 8. The County, Office of the State Auditor, or the F irm may requesi changes in the scope of services to be 
perfom1ed by the F im1. Such changes, including any increase or decrease in the amount of the Firm's 
compensation, which are mutually agreed upon by and between the County, or its duly au thorized 
rep resen ta tive, and the Firm , shal l  be included in written amendments to this contract and su bject to approval  
by the Office of the Stale Aud itor . 

,Co111rnc1or Rcoui ·remcnts 

1 9. The Firm shal l ,  d u ring the entire term of this contract, be construed to be an independent con tractor- No1hing 
in this contract is  i ntended to nor shal l be construed to create an employer-employee relationsh ip, or a joint 
venturerelationsh ip ,  

The Firm represents that it is qual ified to perform the duties to be performed under th i s  contract and that it 
h as, or wil l  secure, if needed, at its own expense, applicab le  personnel who are qual ified lo perform the duties 
req u ired under t h i s  contrac t .  Such personnel shal l not be deem ed in  any way, directly or  ind irect l y ,  expressly 
or by imp l icat ion,  to be employees of the County . 

Any person assigned by the F i rm to perform the services hereunder sha l l  be an emp loyee or a s u bcontractor 
of the F i rm who sha l l  have the sole right to h ire and d ischarge its employees or su bcontracto rs. 

The Firm or its subcontractors shal l  pay, when due, a l l  salaries and wages of their employees and accepts 
exclus ive  respons ib i l ity for the pay m ent of fe deral income iax, soc ia l  security , unemp loyment compensation 
and  any other wi thho ld ings that may be required. 

N e ither the F irm , its su bcon tractors nor their emp loyees are ent it led to state retirement  or leave benefits. 

It is further understood  that the considerat ion  expressed herein consti tutes fu l l  and com plete com pensat ion for 
al l services and performance hereunder, and that any sum due and payable to the Firm sha l l  be paid as a gross 
sum wi th no w i thhold i ngs or deduct ions  bei ng made by the County for any purpose from said contract sum,  
except as perm i t ted i n  paragraphs I 4 ,  1 5  an d 1 6 . 

5 
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l mh:m11 i licalio11: To rhl'  fu l lest .:xle 1n a l luWt:!{ I i>y lmv, 1. he F i rm sha l l  indemn ify, de fend , save and ho ld  
harh1 ltss, prornct , nnd ex onerate t he 0)11 1 1r:,· , i i :  o r!ke1'S, em ployees,  age nts and represen tati ves, and the State 
of Miss i ss ippi rroni und ng11 i 1 1s1 ;, 1 1  c ln i 111 s , dcmruids. l i ilb i l i l fes, su its , -acr i ons, d:m1, ge� . l o$ses and cosls or 
every k ind and namre whatsoever , i nclud ing , w ithout  l im i tat ion,  cour1 costs, i nvest igat ive fees :ind ex.pcnscs 
und at torneys ' Fee;, and cla ims  for d,rn 1 age nrisi n g  out o f  or caused by the fi rm and/or l t-s  partners, p'r incipafs , 
ngents, employees un<.l/or subcontrncwrs i n  the performan ce o r  or fa i l to·e 10 perform th i s  Con trac t. 

Third Pony ,\c1 ion No1 i fic111191 1 : The Fi rtr1 sl 111 l l  nn l i  fy l ht!  Cou nty in writ ing with i n  five �5) business deys of its 
receipt of l iquldation or recei versh ip proceedinis 01· wi lh i ri fi ve (5 )  business dDys of its receipt of notification 
of any act ion or su i t  being filed o r any cla im biiing made ngn ins t  the Firm or the County by any ent ity that may 
result in l i tigation re lated in any way lo th is �ontracl imd/0r which may a 1Tec1 Lhe F irm 's performance under 
th is Contract .  Fai lure of  1 l1 t: Firm to provide such written notice 10 the Cou nty sha l l  be considered ::1 nia lerfa l 
breach of Lhis Co mract and the Coun t  n,ay, at i ts so le cl 15cretion, pursue its rights as set  forth in t he  'r amination 
clauses here in  und any other remedies i i  m ay have:: n r. l uw ot i 1, equity . 

Cgn fidentjal I nformation 

20. The Firm will be gran ted access to all c l i ent and cl aim.ant in l'ormation n ecessary for completion of the audit
services described herein . The Firm and the Office of the Stale A uditor a.�s.ure Che County that any und all
in formation regard ing cl ients and cl aimants o f 1he County w i l l  be kept str ictly contidential . A riy use or release
ofclienl or claimant infom1a1ion for purposes other t'han to fu l fi l l  the Firm's or the Office of the Stute Auditor's
r sµons ib i l ities u11der this contrnct must have tin: prior wr itte11 aprroval of the County .

(;on.tract Governnnce 

2 1  _ This contract sha l .l  be: construed and governed in accordqnce with the laws of the S tate of Mississippi, and 
venue for tl1e reso /u1 Jon of any dispute shal l be Jacksoil, H i nds County, Mississippi. The Firm express ly 
agrees that under no circumstances shal l t h e  Office of t he State AudiLOr and/or the County be obl igated to pay 
an a ttorney' s  fee or the cost of legal action lo the Firm. 

Dis·pu 1cs nmJ Ar'bi1rn1ion ' 

12. Any dispute concerning a quest ion of foct ari sing u nder this contract shall be disposed of by good fnith
negoliati.on between du ly au thorized representat ives of the County, Che Office of the State Auditor, and the
Firm. Suoh a resolut ion shall be reduced ro writ ing nnd a copy thereof mailed or furnished to the Fi rm and
shall be final and conclusive.  l f a  resol ut ion can n ot be reached, the FimJ shal l  mai l  or furnish to tbe BoBJd of
Su perv isors of the County and the Office of the Slt1 te Aud itor a wr itten request for review. The Firm shal l be
afforded an opportun ity 10 be hea rd and to offer evidence i l l  support of his/her/its position on the issue in
disputt: and under revi ew. The rev iew wi l l  be hand led under a th ree (3) person panel for arbitrati on composed
of the Deputy Slate Au d i tor, the Df rector of Technica l Ass i stam;e and Che Director of the Fina11cial and
Com pl iance Audi t  Div i sion . The decision of the  A rbit ra t ion Pnnel of ll1e Office of the Stare Aud itor on the
review sbal l  be fina l  and conclus ive u nle5s dete rm i ned by a court of c.ompetent j u risdiction in H inds County , 
Sta te o f M ississ ippi ,  lo have bt:en fraudu lent. capricious, or so grossly erroneous as necessar i ly to im p ly bad
faith, or n o1 he �uppor ti::d by substantial ev i dence_ Pendii:ig finnl decis ion of a dispu te hereunder, the F irm
sh al l  proceed d i l igent ly wi th tlli; performance of rhe du i ies a11d obl igations of the contract.

Compl iance wi th  Lliws 

23 . The F i rm shal l com ply wi th a l l  appl icable l aws, re_g r i lf!t ions, poJ.icies and procedures, and gnint req11irements
( i f  app l i cable) of the U n ited S tates of /\meri ca or 11ny agency th ereof, the State of M i.ssissippi or ar\y agency
th ereof and any local govern mc:nls or po l i tical subd i v isions chat may affect the perforrnarwe of services under 
th i s  contrucL Specifical ly ,  bu t  1 101 lim l ted to,  the F im1 s lw l l  not discriminate against any emp loyee nor :ha l l
any pa-rty b e  subject to d iscrimination i n  the performa nce u f  this contract because of  race, creed, color, sex,
age, nntional origin o r d isab i l ity . 

24 . IVlodi !icntion, clrnnges or amend menls to th i s  cqn lrnd may be made upon rn111u a l  agreem ent of lhe pQrties 
hereto . Howe:vcr., any cl 1 ange, suppl ement ,  111od ificatio 1 1  or amendment  of any term ,  provision or cond it ion 
of this contract rn L1st bc in wri1 i ng and  s igned by a l !  p,1nies hereto. 

6 
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25 . The F i rm sha l l  not ass ign or otherwise l ra nsfor the obligaii on incurred on  its part pu rsuant to the  terms of th i s
contract wilhou t  the  pr ior wr i tten consen t  of the County and the Office of  the State Auditor. Any attem pted
assignment or t1 ansfer of its o b l ignti ons without such consent shal l b e  n u l l  and void .  A l l  ob l iga1 ions and
d u ties of  e i ther party u n der this contrnct sha l l  be b i nd ing on a l l  su ccessors in i nterest or as s igns of such party .

Fai l u re to Enforce 

26. Fa i lu re of  any party hereto to i n s i st upon strict compl iance with any of the terms, covenants and cond i t ions
hereof slr n l l  not be deem ed a wa iver o r  re l i nquishment  of any simi lar right or power hereunder at  any
subseq uent time or of any other provis ion hereof, 11or shal l  it be con strued to be a mod ification of the terms of
th is  contract .

Avai l:ihiliJy Qf fun I� 

27, lt is expressly understood by t h e  parties hereto that the fu l fi l lmenl of the obl igat ions of the County under !hi s 
agreement is con dit ioned u pon the avai l a b i l i ty and receipt of funds. In the event that funds are insufficient or 
otherwise unavai l ab le  to sat isfy paym ent d ue under th is agreement, the County sha l l  not be ob l igated to make 
such payments, and al l furiher ob l igations of the County under this agreement sha l l  cease immediate ly ,  without 
penalty, cost or expense to the County of any kind whatsoever. In the event of such insufficiency or 
unavai labi l ity of fund ing, the County shal l  notify the Firm in writing, of such event, and th is agreement shal l  
be void. 

I nsuranc.e Regu 1 rcmcn1s 

28. F i rm represents that i t  wi l l  maintain workers' compensation insurance, if applicable, wh ich shall inure to the 
benefit of al l Firm ' s  personnel provided hereunder, comprehensive general l iabi l ity or professional l iabi l ity
insurance, and where appl icab le ,  employee fidel ity bond insurance.

Sev'1rt:ibilily 

29. If any term or provision of this contract is prohibited by the laws of the State of Mississ ipp i  or declared
invalid or void by a court of competent j u risdiction, the remainder of this contract shal l  not be affected
thereby and each term and provision of th is contract sha l l  be valid and enforceable to the ful lest extent
perm itted by law.

Em ire A greemelll 

30. This contract const i tutes the entire agreement of the parties with respect to the subject matter conta ined here in
and supersedes and rep laces any and a l l  pr ior  negotiations ,  understandings and agreements, written or ora l ,
between t h e  parties rel ati ng  th ere to.

A dd ress Changes 

3 1 .  The parties agree t o  pr ompt ly not ify each other of any change o f  address, 

Enu> lovcc S111tus Ve(jlica t lon Svs1cm 

32. F i rm represen ts and warrants that i t  w i l l  ensu re i ts  comp l i ance with the Mississ ipp i  Employment Protection
Act ( Senate B i l l  2988 from the 2008 Regu l ar Legislative Session)  and will register and partic ipate i n  the
status verification sys tem for al l newly h ired emp loyees. The term "employee" as used herein means any
person that is  h i red to perform work within the State of M i ssissippi . As used h erein, "status verificat ion
system" rnenns the  I l legal Imm igrat ion Reform and I m m igration Respons ib i l ity A ct of 1 996  that i s  operated
by the Un ited S lates Department of J lome land  Secur ity, also known as the E-Verify Program, or  any other
successor electron ic  ver ificat ion  system replacing the E- Ve r i fy Program . Firm agrees to maintain records of
such comp l i a nce and,  u pon request of the S tate, to prov ide  a copy of each s u ch ver ification to ihc S tate.
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F i l'lTl J'unher represen t s Md wam1 1 1 ts l hat flll)' person assigned to per form services here 1 1 nder rn cets the 
c111p loy 111ent e l ig ib i l ity requi remen ts f a l l  imm igrat i on laws o r t he State of M iss issippi . i: i rm u ndersmnds and  
ngrtt t hat any breach of  these warrn ll l ies may subject F inn Lo .the fo l lowi 1 1g: ( n) terminlltion of  the  Agrcemen( 
!Ind  ine-lig i b i l ity for any sin.le or pub l ic  con t ract iu 1l iss i ssippi for up to three { 3) years, w i th 11of ice of such 
cancel lia ion/ term inat ion being made pub l ic , or ( b) the loss of any l icens , perm i t , c1:r 1 i fi cntion or 0Lhc 1  
docume11L grnmed to finn by al l  agency, departmell! or overnmenui l emity for the r ight 10 do bus i n ess in 
1 f issi ss ippi  for up  to o i 1c ( 1 ) year, or c) both . l n  the even! o f  sucl i  tenn i m11 io11/can cel l at io11 , Firm wo1.1 ld a lso 
be l i ah le  fo r any add i t iona l costs in u r red by the State due to contra1;l c.s 11ce l ln1 ion or loss of l ic ense or perm it ." 

3:1.  The firm represents that i t  has not  re.t.a ined a person to sol i cit or secure a State con tract upon an agreement or

under.standing for a comm ission , percentage, brokerage, or co nti ngent fee, except as disc losed in (he 
contractor's b id or proposal ( if  appl icab le) . 

Rcj>rcsen 111tion Rcuardiil1}'Gr.ttui0es 

34 The F i ml represents t h at it has not v io lated, is not violaling, and prom ises that it wi l l  not v i olate the 
proh ib iHon aga inst gratll i t ies set  forth in Section 7-204 (Gratu i \ ies) of the "M ississ ipp i  Personal Service 
Contract Procu rementRegulations." 

Curt i(kHtion of l s�di!pc.lldcnt Price Dc�crmlit:11 !011 

35. Tl1e Firm certifies (hat the price submitted in response to the so l ic itati on has been arrived at independent ly
and without - for lhe purpose of restricting competit ion - any consul taiion, comm4nication, or agreemen t with
any other bidder or competitor relating to the pr ice, lhe in tent ion to submit a hid, or che methods or factors
used to calculate the pdce bid .

Ccrt ilicat.ion Regard ing Debimn.:n·t, Susminsiqn, and 01hcr-Rc.po.nsibility Mutters · Prit1111,:y Cov(Jrcd Trnnsmaions 

36. The F inn certi fies to the best of its knowledge and bel ief, that it and its principa ls ;  

A. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment ,  declared ine l ig ib le ,  or  voluntarily
exc luded from covered transactio ns  by any Federal department or age11cy ;

13. Have not ithi n a three-year period preceding this conrract betn convicted or had a civi l  judgrne1it
rendered against them for com mission of fraud or a cr imina l  offense jn connection with obtain ing,
attempting to obtain, or perform ing a p llb l ic  (Federal , State, or local) transact ion or contract ti nder a
pub l i c  transaction ; Vi [) la1ion of Pederal or State m1ti tru&L stall 1 tes or commission of embezzlemenl,
theft, forgery, bribery, falsi fie,;:ition or destructi on of records� mak.in� false statements, or receiv ing
stolen property ;

C . Are n ot presen!ly indicted or otherwise cri m inal ly or civ i l l y  charged by a government en t i ty 
(Pcder11l ,  State or loca l )  with com m ission of any of the offenses enum erated i n  item b. or Lh i s
certifiC1Jtion;and

D. H a ve not with in a three-year period preced ing this contract had one or more publ i c  tran sactions
(Federa l ,  State or local) terminated for cause or defau l t .

Whlstleb lowcr Protccl ion 

3 J. Sect ion I 551 of Div ision 1\, nn ·· XV of the ;o.mcdc;111 Rccovccr nnd Jlei 1 1vcstme111 Ac 1 or �tto1>. 1'.L. 1 1 1 -5, 
prov i des protecti ons  i nd iv idua l s  who make specified d isclosures re lating to Recovery Act funds .  A ny non
federal empl oyer  receiving recovery f u nds is  required to post a not ice of the rights and rem ed ies 
prov ided under thi s sect i on of the Act .  

8 



DocuSign Envelope iO :  57C DOD06-'.1E�3-432 7-A \ 1 6-F24 Eff594 1 2C 

R e v  1 /2024 
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38 .  The  .i r111 is 1 10 1 ified th:11 th i s  co11 1 ract 1 1 1ny be  µn i d  i 1 1  fu l l  or  µan  wf th Americ , n Recovery nnd  Reinvcslmen t  
/\ C l  of 2009 ( here f nafier, "A RRA") funds. The Fim1 shal l er isure that ·1 1 1  subcon t racts a n d  other coniracts fo r  
goods a n d  services for a o  A R RA - funded p roject l nwe ! h e  mond :.u ed provisi o11s of l h i s  d irec t ive in  thei r 
cMtracts .  Pu rsunnt to Ti t l e XV , Section 1 5 1 2  o ft he AR RA, !he A gency sha l l requ ire that the contr1_1cto r prov ide 
reports aad other ernp loymenl in forma t ion as  evidence 10 document the number of jobs crea1cd or jobs retained 
by t h is contruct from 1he F' i nn 's  ow 11 work force antl any subcon1roc10rs. No d i rect payment w i l l  be made for 
providing sa id reports , as the cost for same shal l  be included i i i  the various items in 1he contract . 

RcqllirC'd 0 11 1r:ic1 Prov ision (Q hn 1)lu 11l<:nl AR it ,\ . CCl,ffi!,l 902 

39. Sect ion 902 of the ARRA requ ires that each conL ract awarded us ing ARRA funds must include a 
provision that provides the U .S .  Co1 1 1 p trol ler Gcneral and  h is  represen tat ives with the authority to:

A. Examine any records of  the F inn or any of its subcontractors, or an State or local agency
administeri ng such con tract, that direc tly perta i n  to, and involve transact ions relating to, the contract
or 1;ubcontract; and

B. Interview any officer or employee of the firm or n ny of its subcon trnctors, or of any Stale or local
government agency adm in istering the contract, regatdiag such transactions.

Accordingly,  the Comptrol ler General and his represen ta1ives shall have Lhc authority and rights prescribed 
under Section 902 of the A RRA with respect to con Lracts funded With recovery Funds made available under the 
ARRA. Section 902 further states th11t nothing in 902 shall be inLerpretcd 10 l imi t  or restrict i n  any way any 
existing aulhori ly of the Comptru l lerGcneral .  

Authority of the lnspect'or Gcnc·ro1 Provision 

40. Section I 5 J 5(a) of the ARRA provides authority for. any representatives of lhe Uni ted States I nspector General
to examine any records or interview any employee or officers working on thls contract. The Firm is advised that
representatives o f Lhe Inspector General have the au thority 10 examine any record and interview any emp loyee
or officer of the F i rm, its subcon trnctors or other firms working on this contract. Section 1 5 J 5(b) further
provides that noth ing in th is sect ion sha l l  be interpreted to l imit  or restrict in any way any exist i 1 1g authority of
an lnspectorGeoeral.

1\ nilnbilitv and Use of Funds 

4 t .  The f"i rrn  understands and acknow ledges that any and a l l  payment o f  fonds or the conti nuatio·n thereof is 
contingent upon funds provided so le ly by A RRA or required state match ing funds. Pursuant lo Section l 604 of 
the ARRA, contractors ngree not to und -rtakc or make progress toward any activity using recovery funds that 
wi l l  lead 10 the developmenr ofsuch ,Wl iv i ty as cas i nos or other gambl ing establ i shments, aquariums, zoos, go l f 
cou rses, swimming pool s nr nny other acl 'ivity spc1:ifical ly proh i b ited by the Recovery Act .  

fcdurnl, State n11d l .o�a l Tax Obl i !rn t ions 

42. The F i rm assnts and self-cerl i -fies that a l l Federal, S 1ate and l oca l  tax ob l igations have been or w i l l  be
satisfied pri or to receiving recovery funds .

1\ 1 1 t l-Di!tc1·i 1 1 r inmio1 1  nud Rg1H1l Os,pori1, n lt-v 

43 .  Pu rsua·nt to  Section ! . 7  of the gu i dan ce mllmOr, ndurn is.sued by the Un i ted Stat.es Office o.f!VJunagerncnt and 
'Budget on Apr i l  3, 2009, A RRA Reco very funds m ust be d istr ibuted in accordance w i th all ant i 
d iscr iminat ion nnd eq ual  opportun i ty statu tes, regu lmions ,  a 1 1d Executi ve Orders penain i 1tg to lhe expen di ture 
of funds .  
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.l\ddilion:il Re<Juircmcn1s 

The Firm agrees to comply with additional requirements imposed by ARRA regulations upon notification. 

In witness of where this contract has been entered into and executed by the parties hereto in triplicate originals. 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES � 

SIGNATURE,��� 

TITLE: Pre:;idenl,-(foard ofSupc1v1sors 

DATE: 

SIGNATURE: 

TITLE: Chancery Clerk 

DATE: 

FIRM REPRESENTATIVE 

CPA FIRM: 

SIGNED: 

TITLE: 

DATE: 

Bridgers, Goodman, Baird & Clarke PLLC 

Managing Member 

OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR 

SIGNED: 

TfTLE: Dir;:c1or. Ct,)lln<v Audir Scclio11 

DATE: 

JO 

01-17-2025




