
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 21, 2026 
 

 
Ms. Sherry Terry, Director of Finance 
Hazlehurst City School District 
119 Robert McDaniel Drive 
Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083 
 
Dear Ms. Terry:  
 
Enclosed for your files is an executed Contract for Professional Services between Hazlehurst City 
School District and Cunningham CPAs, PLLC, for the performance of the services as set forth in 
the contract for each of the years ending June 30, 2025, June 30, 2026 and June 30, 2027. This 
contract has been reviewed and signed by a representative of the Office of the State Auditor 
pursuant to Sections 7-7-211(e) and 37-9-18, Mississippi Code of 1972 (Ann.). 
  
Please let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
       Kylie Joiner, CPA 

Director, Quality Assurance 
 
 
 
 
KJ/mc 
 
Enclosure  
 
C: Cunningham CPAs, PLLC 
    Mr. Joel B. Cunningham, III, Member 
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CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

10th April 
This agreement is entered into as of the __ day of __ , by and among the 
Office of the State Auditor, the Hazlehurst City School District, 
hereinafter referred to as the "District," and the Certified Public Accounting Firm of 
cunni ngham CPAs, PLLC , hereinafter referred to as the "Finn." This contract is 

entered in pursuant to Section 37-9-18, Mississippi Code of 1972 (Ann.). 

I. 

2. 

Scope of Services 

The District and the Office of the State Auditor desire to engage the Firm to render the following 
professional audit services for the District for the applicable fiscal year(s) as referenced in 
paragraph 3 of this contract: 

a. Perform a financial audit for all funds of the District.

b. Perform a compliance audit with applicable state and federal laws and regulations.
Sections of the compliance audit program labeled as "Required" must be completed by
the Firm regardless of materiality or impact to the Financial Statements. IF
APPLICABLE (IF NOT, STRIKE THIS CLAUSE)- Office of the State Auditor plans to
perform a compliance audit for fiscal year XXXX; therefore, the Firm is not responsible
for this clause in that fiscal year only.

c. Perform items A. and B. above in conformity with professional standards, laws, rules,
regulations and guidelines as contained in, but not limited to, the documents identified in
paragraph 5 of the contract.

Authorized Representatives 

The following Individuals have been approved to act as fully authorized representatives for this 
contract: 

Office of the State Auditor 

Name: Kylie Joiner, CPA

Title: Director, Quality Assurance

Address: P. 0. Box 956, Jackson, MS 39205 

School District 

N 
sherry Terry 

arne: _____________________ _ 

Title: 
Business Manager 

Addr 
119 Robert McDaniel Drive, Hazlehurst, MS 39083 

ess: 
---------------------
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13. 

14. 

work, and the Finn shall remain responsible and liable for full performance. 

Service Contracts 

The firm agrees to provide any existing service contract with the school as an 
Appendix to this contract. Additionally, the Firm agrees that if the school is desirous to enter into 
any other service agreement with the Firm, that the Finn will provide that 
agreement to the Office uf Lht! Slate Auditor for review before execution so that OSA cun review 
for possible impairments of independence. Any violation of this clause is considered breach of 
contract and can result in contract termination. 

Contract Expiration 

The contract s a expircT tO" days aftertlie 

15. Records Retention and Access to Records

For a period of five (5) years, the Firm shall make its working papers and other evidence of audit 
services available to duly authorized representatives of the District or other governmental 
authorities. The Firm agrees to make its working papers available to successor audit firms. 
However, if any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit or other action arising out of or related in any 
way to this Contract has been started before the expiration of the five (5) year period, the records 
shall be retained for one (1) year after all issues arising out of the action are finally resolved. 

16. Ownership of Documents and Work Papers

17. 

If, through any cause, the Firm shall fail to fulfill, in a timely and proper manner, as determined 
by the District, its obligations under this contract, or if the Firm shall violate any of the covenants, 
agreements, or stipulations of this contract, the District, with the written consent of the Office of 
the State Auditor, shall thereupon have the right to terminate this contract by giving written notice 
to the Firm of such termination and specifying the effective date of such termination. However, 
prior to termination of this contract by the District, the District must provide written justification 
to the Office of the State Auditor documenting the reasons for requesting that the contract be 
terminated. The District must obtain written approval from the Office of the State Auditor prior 
to terminating the contract. Furthermore, the Firm should notify the Office of the State Auditor 
and the District as soon as possible if deadlines cannot be met. In the event the contract is 
terminated, all finished or unfinished working papers, tests, schedules, surveys, checklists, forms, 
manuals, letters, reports or other materials prepared by the Firm under this contract shall become 
the property of the District, and the Firm shall be entitled to receive just and equitable 
compensation for all satisfactory work completed on such documents and other materials. 

Reduction of Compensation 

If the Firm fails to meet the submission date by less than thirty days for the draft report and/or 
working papers submitted to the Office of the State Auditor for review and approval or by less 
than thirty days from the completion date for the final reports and/or corrections to the working 
papers prescribed herein, the District may, with the consent of the Office of the State Auditor, 
reduce the agreed compensation by an amount not to exceed ten percent of the total contract price 
for the applicable fiscal year. If reports and/or corrections to the working papers are overdue by 
30 days or more, the District may reduce, with the consent of the Office of the State Auditor, the 
agreed compensation by an amount not to exceed twenty percent of the total contract price for the 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 

Hazlehurst City 

Title: Board President 

Title: Superintendent 

Date: 

FIRM REPRESENTATIVE 

CPA FIRM 
Cunningham CPAS, PLLC 

--------------------------

T
. 

1 
Member 

1t e: 
(Signature) 

Date: 
4/10/2025 

------------

OFFICE OF ffiE STATE AUDITOR 

Signed: Witness: 
------------- ---------

Title: Director. Quality Assurance

Date: 
------------

NOTE: Paragraph 35 may be modified at the discretion of the District and the CPA Firm. 

End of Document 

13 

5/21/2026




